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Therefore being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. 


IP! JPN Uſtification by Faith is, by One of 
WT $7 the firſt in the Reformation in Fo- 
eq reign Parts, {aid to be, Articulus- 
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W. WAS /tantis & cadentis Eccleſiæ, a Point 


Wm Chriſtian Religion doch ſubſiſt. 
And being of ſach Conſequence in it ſelf, as we 
muſt needs own it to be, not for his ſaying ſo much 
(though that is well enough expreſſed) as for 
that it is grounded on Scripture, it is of great Uſe 
to have. a right Notion of it. And it is for that 
reaſon that I have at this time made choice of 
this Subject, which our Apoſtle in his other Epiſtles, 
bur more eſpecially in this, doth fo much inſiſt 
and enlarge upon. 1 © 
In diſcourſing upon which, the Apoſtle conſi- 
ders Mankind under a Threefold Character, as 
Gentiles, Jews, and Chriſtians. 5 
8 A3 The 
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"The Firſt of thele be diſcourſes upon i in ache Firſt 
Ger and deſcribes their State, which in the 
Concluſion appears to be very deplorable. 

The Second State, though much more excellent 
ay the Firſt, having a Revelation, which they being 


had not, yer was very defective, and even under Wl tbr0ug 
that Diſpenſation there needed a Reformation. 
So that the Apoſtle infers in the Third Chapter, In 
Ver. 9, Oc. that both Jews and Gentiles were all un- I. 
der Sin; and all the world was guilty 2 bod, the T 
Ter 10. Il. 
What then is to be "FER: EY and t 
There remains therefore the Era el "Ry III 
which is by way of Remedy: Fhis the Apoſtle cat10! 
calls a Righteouſneſs without the Law, chap. 3. 21,22. IV 
but which (he ſaith ) was manifeſted by the n ic cor 
and the Prophets, even the Righteouſneſs of God which and | 
is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt. And of this he gives an vile 
Inſtance, chap. 4. in Abraham, who lived before Meine 
the Law given to the Jews, ad conſequently could c/o 
not be jultified by it And yet Abrabam was juſti- 
fied, 180 had a Fan which was imputed to Fo for 1. 
righteouſneſs, Ver. 20, 31, 72, - cutic 
From hence the Apoſtle proceeds to che A pplica J. 
tion of this H. ſtory, Ver. 23, 24, 25. 0, ; 


Now, faith he, it was not written for his ſal, e alone 
that it was imputed to him. but for us alſo, to hon 


Juſtiſication by Faith. 
i t ſhall be imputed, i if we believe on him that raiſed up 


Jeſus our Lord from the dead ; who was delivered for 
our offences, and was raiſed again for our Juſtification. 
From all which he infers in the Text, Therefore 
being juftified by Faith, we have Peace mak * 
through on our Lord Jeſus Criſt N 


In which Words there is, 

J. The State we are 1 into, ſignified in 
the Term juſtified. 

Il. The Condition upon which we are juſtified, 

© and that is Faith: Being juſtified by Faith. 

III. The Privilege conſequent upon our Juſtifi- 
cation, and that is, Peace with God. 

S IV. The Means by which .chis Grace and Favour 
is conferred upon us, that ſuch a Covenant is made, 
nd ſuch Conditions are offered, and ſuch a Pri- 
vilege is annexed to itz and that is through C briſt. 
Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with * | 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


I all oblerve this Order, in the farther Profer 8 
cution of this Argument. 
I. I ſhall conſider the State we are admired in- 5 
o, and that is, That we are juſtified. 
To juſtify is a Forinſecal or Law- Term, anda is 
o other than to clear, acquit, and diſcharge by 
{ome . 


gr 
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25. 1. If there be a controverſy between men, and they 
come into judgment, that the Judges may judge them, 


then they ſhall juſt ify the rig hteons © That is, if a 


Perſon appears upon a due and impartial hearing, 


to be innocent of the Fact he is raxed with, he ſhall 


forthwith be acquitted. 


So that to jultify, implies that 2 Perſor, i is im- 
pleaded, and has an Accuſation brought againſt 


him, and that upon his Try al being found d not 
guilty, he is juridically and nally diſcharged. 
And this may reſpect 2 Threefold Cafe. 


1, It reſpects the Cafe of a Perſon, that upon a | 
Charge and Allegation againſt him, alter à full 


Tryal and Examination has been found innocent, 


and by the Sentence of the Court "oy been there 


upon acquitted. 
But this is a Caſe that ro. not to us, it's a 


God, as our Apoſtle had ſhewed, ' chap; 1. 2. 3 


Where he had _proved both Jews as Gentiles to h 


all under Sin, and all the world to be guilty before God, 
as he ſaith, chap 3. from ver, 9. to v. 23. 
2 Another Caſe is, when ehe Delinquent Yon 


upon due Examination been found guilty; but by 


ſome after-Acts doth make ſuch ſufficient Amends 


and Reparation for his former Miſcarriages, and 


chereby 


ſome DRE Ae and Declaration. 80 Deu 
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Plea none can make or inſiſt upon, with reſpedt to 
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Country, chat it would be a manifeſt Piece of In- 
juſtice to impute his former Faults to him, and pu- 
niſh him for them. This is the Caſe of Neri. So 
the Apoſtle, chap. 4. 4. To him that wor let h | fo 
as to Merit, | is the reward not reckoned of : 


but of debt. 


This again belongs not to us; for all ain 
is here excluded, chap. 3. 27. For if man could 


not merit when he was Innocent, and neither re- 
raliate what he had received, nor claim Eternal Life 


upon the virtue of any Per formarices of his; then 
how can he be ſuppoſed to merit, when he: has 


been found Guilty, and juſtly forfeited che Fayour 
he before received? 


whereby deſerves ſo well of e N — 


Another Caſe is, when a Deldifadie is cad 


ca but upon an Act of Indemnity and Ob- 


livion dender d by the Prince to ſuch as are within 
the Terms of it, and upon Renin ſuch an Act of 
Grace, he is diſcharg d. 


And this is our Caſe; When we his were before 
Criminals, and ſo fell nadet the Sentence of Death 
and Condemnation, were by the ſpecial Grace and 


Favour of God taken into a new Covenant; and 


without any pretence to lnnocency on the one hand, 
or to Merit on the other, were juſti ified and receiv- 


os into Favour. So our Apoſtle, chap 4. 5. To 


him 
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had been wholly Innocent. 


with reſpect to the Innocency or Merit of the Per- 


So that Juſtification in the Goſpel Sence, is we 


fon, as if he was clear of all Fault, or deſerved 
not to be puniſhed ; but that though Guilty, and li- 
able to the Penalty, there is Mercy allowed, and 
offer d; upon a claim to which, and the fulfilling 
of the Terms therein appointed, he is by a Rule of 
Court, as it were, acquitted, As a Criminal has a 
Right to the Mercy and Favour of the Bench, that 
produces a Pardon, or pleads an act of Indemnity, 
and upon ſuch a Plea is in Equity to be diſcharged, 
and no longer to be detained, and no more to be 
puniſhed, than if he had never offended. _ 
Such are then juſtified from all things that might 
heretofore have juſtly been alledged againſt them. 
They are therefore then ſaid to be waſhed and to 
be righteous; and have a Claim and a Right to all 
the Privileges of that State. (As! ſhall preſeatly 
thew. ) TH Bs 8 | EDA | 8 71 
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Juſtiſication by Faith. 
But this Juſtification is not ſo of Grace, as to 
be without any Condition on our Part. The Apo- 
ſtle doth cautiouſly prevent any ſuch Surmiſe and 
Miſconſtruction, by what he here ſaith, being juſti- 
fied by Faith. To grant an act of Oblivion, belongs 
to God the Governor; to Juſtify belongs allo to 
him, and both are free Acts of His; (as I ſhall 
BW. od ¶ / a hae 
But the Condition, though appointed by God, 
belongs to us, and what we are to perform, it is 
by Faith, He it is that juſtifies us upon our Faith, 
And that is the next thing to be Conſider d. 
Il. Here is the Condition upon which we are 
Juſtified, and that is Faith. We are ſometimes in 
Scripture ſaid to be Juſtified by the Grace of God 
and by the Blood of Jeſus, as we are here laid to be 
Juſtified by Faith; bur all conſpiring to compleat 
the Sence. 5 
(.) For when we are ſaid to be Juſtified freely 
by the Grace of God, Rom. z. 24. it is as that was 
the impulſive Cauſe moving him thereunto; it be- 
ing purely of his Grace that Almighty God offers 
us Terms of Peace and Reconciliation, antecedent 
to any Act of ours. So our Apoſtle, Rom. 4. 6. 
David deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man, unto whom 
Cod imputeth righteouſneſs without works, that is, Titus 2 
without any Conſideration of what was done, or 5. * 
3 2 could . 
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could be done on our Part to procure it. 
And accordingly, the Soſpel Covenant is here 
called the free gift, ver. 15, 16. 
oY 8. In which Sence, it is God, and God alone, that 
ap. z. Juſtifies, and ſo he is call che Juſtifier * 
26. (2.) We are ſaid to be Juſtified by the Blood of 
Chriſt. So it is here ſaid, ver. 9. that is, as the 
Death and Sufferings of Chriſt were che procuring 
and meritorious cauſe of our Juſtification ; and b 
| Hebr. 1. Virtue of which, he is ſaid to have purged us from 


[ 5. 14. our ſins, and we are laid to be waſhed from our ſins. 


in his blood, Rev. 1. 
In which Senſe it is Chriſt, and he alone, that 
Juſtifies. So our Apoſtle, ver. 18. Zy the Righte- C 
oufneſs of one | that is, Chriſt ] the rs gift of Ml tf 
$ Pardon and Reconciliation, ver. 10. | came upon 0 
all men unto juſtification of life. By Him alone, and 

by no other, are we thus Juſtified. Thus doth the | 

125 1 1th Article of our Church deſcribe it. viz. © We 
Fare accounted Righteous, only for te Niere of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; by Faith, 
and not by our own Works and Deſervings. 

© Wherefore that we are Juſtified by Faith only is a 

{© moſt wholſome Doctrine, and very full of Com- 


4 fort; as it is more N expreſed in the Ho- 
4 milies. 


ee 55 7 ah, 


6 ) We are juſtified by Faith: ; in the Text: 
That is, as Faith in Chriſt is che Condition upon 

which we are juſtified; and is ſo neceſſary a Con- 
dition, that without it we cannot be Lee e 

In which Sence it is Faith alone that juſtifies, as 
our Article ſaith. 

So that we are ſaid to be -uſtified by each of 
theſe ; that is, by the Grace of God, by the Blood 
of Chriſt, and by Faith : By the Grace of God, 
as the Impulſive for Moving Cauſe; by the Blood 


of Jeſus, as the Meritorious Cauſe; and by Faith, 


25 the Condition: And we are ;uſtified by each of 
theſe alone; that is, there is no other Impulſive 
Cauſe but he Nee of God; no other Meritori- 
ous Cauſe, but the Blood of Chriſt; and no other 
Condition, but Faith. 
All Which do amount to thus 8 That Al- | 
mighty God of his mere Grace and Favour did 
lend his Son to dye as a Sacrifice and Propitiation | 

for the Sins of Mankind; and upon our Faith in 
him, doth for his ſake juſtify us, and deal with us 
wif we never had offended. So our Apoſtle, 
ver. 10. When we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son. And chap. 4. 5. To. him 
that ee &c. his Faith is counted for righteouſueſs. | 
And ſince all this in the Concluſion doth depend 

upon our Faith, i it remains to take. that into our 
3 Con- . 


Conſi deration, hike we may have a right Not ve, | 
and Underſtanding N. 

Tis ſaid here, being juſtified by Furb; by whis 
we are to underſtand, not a mere ' Notional Faith 
( for that is no other than an Aﬀent to the Tru 
of what is revealed) but a Faith in operation, 
Faith active and vigorous, and that doth compre. 
hend in it all that Duty and thoſe Graces, which 
elſewhere in Scripture are made the Condition 0 
the Goſpel-Covenant, and which give us a Tit 
to all the Privileges of it, ſuch as Forgiveneſs «f 
Sin, Adoption and Glorification : And that is! 
Practical Faith, and to which Repentance, Obe. 
dience, and Perſeverance do belong, as the eſſen. 
tial parts of it. When I ſay, that the Faith which 
juſtifies is ſuppoſed to include in it ſuch Condit 
ons, and as neceſſarily to be fo underſtood, as if 
particularly expreſſed, it is agreeable to Scripture 
Order, where it is cuſtomary, 
(1.) To underſtand Notional Points and Phra 
ſes in a Practical Senſe. As when Life Eternal i 
promiſed to the Knowledge of God, John 17. þ 
This is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, aul 


edge, 
loes, 
ke m 
(2. 
Duties 
is Ul 


Jeſus Chriſt wht thou haſt ſent. That Knowlede un 
is not there ſuppoſed to be alone; but as accom - © 
panied wich the Love of God, Aid Obedience of 


him, & c. And ſince Faith alone can no mot 


Jon 
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| ion by Faith, 


Fuſtifica 


we, than Knowledge alone can; when the like Jam. 2. 
"Wi-fiogs are promiſed to Faith chat are to Know- 
edge, it mu be underſtood with the ſame Pro- 
loes, and in a Complex and Practical Senſe. In 

ke manner, N n 

(2.) Where there is a Connexion of Graces, and 
huties, and Acts, all concurring to the ſame end, 

;s uſual in Scripture to put any one for the whole 
chat kind; and all are there ſuppoſed to be pre- 

nt and mutually concurring. As it is in Repen- 
nce, of which Confeſſion to God is but one Branch 

d yet being an eſſential and neceſſary part of 

at godly ſorrow which worketh Repentance, the Apo- 

e puts it for the whole: 1 John 1. 9. If we con- 

5 our ſms, he is faithful and Juſt to forgive us our 
VV „ 
And thus it is in the Caſe beſore us; becauſe 
th is a neceſſary Condition of the Goſpel- Co- 
pant, and the firſt Principle of all Spiritual Life 

d Operation in us, we are therefore {aid to be 
liied and ſaved by it: Not as if that alone, 
Eluſive of all other Graces and Duties, did juſti-- 
and fave , without Repentance, Regeneration, 
| new Obedience, without the Love of God, 

| other Chriſtian Graces; but ſuppoling them, 
qually neceflary to our Acceptance... = 
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Thus 


Conf, deration, that we may have a right Notion 
and Underſtanding of it. 
Tis ſaid here, being juſtified by Farb; by which 
we are to underſtand, not a mere Notional Faith 
(for that is no other than an Aſſent to the Truth 
of what is revealed) but a Faich in operation, | 
Faith active and vigorous, and that doth compte- 
hend in it all that Duty and thoſe Graces, which 
elſewhere in Scripture are made the Condition of * 
the Goſpel-Covenant, and which give us a Title 
to all the Privileges of it, ſuch as Forgiveneſs of 
Sin, Adoption and Glorification': And that is a 
Practical Faith, and to which Repentance, Obe- 
dience, and Perſeverance do belong, as the eſſen- | 
tial parts of it. When I ſay, that the Faith which | 
juſtifies is ſuppoſed to include in it ſuch Conditi- | 
ons, and as neceſſarily to be fo underſtood, as if 
particularly expreſſed, it is agreeable to Scriptures | 
Order, where it is cuſtomary, 
(1.) To underſtand Notional Points and Phra- 
ſes in a Practical Senſe. As when Life Eternal is 
promiſed to the Knowledge of God, John 17. 3. | 
This is life eternal, to know thee the only. true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt when thou haſt ſent. That Knowledge 
is not there ſuppoſed to be alone; but as accom- Y 
panied with the- Love of-God, and Obedience to 
him, G c. And ſince Faith alone can no more 


, 1 


Tuſtification by Faith. 
fave, than Knowledge alone can ; when the like Jam. 2. 
Bicflings are promiſed to Faith chat are to Know- 
lage, it muſt be underſtood with the ſame Pro- 
vices, and in a Complex and Practical Senſe. In 
like mar & e 
( 2.) Where there is a Connexion of Graces, and 
Duties, and Acts, all concurring to the ſame end, 
it is uſual in Scripture to put any one for the whole 
of that kind; and all are there ſuppoſed to be pre- 
nc and mutually concurring. As it is in Repen- 
ance, of which Confeſſion to God is but one Branch; 
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1 and yet being an eſſential and neceſſary part of 
4 L | "No > Es 3 
„bat godh ſorrow which worketh Repentance, the Apo- 


Ale puts it for the whole: 1 John 1. 9. If we con- 

fs our ſms, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
M os 
And thus it is in the Cafe before us; becauſe 
Faith is a neceſſary Condition of the Goſpel-Co- 
renant, and the firſt Principle of all Spiritual Life 

and Operation in us, we are therefore ſaid to be 
pltified and ſaved by it: Not as if that alone, 
Wercluſive of all other Graces and Duties, did juſti-- 


and fave , without Repentance, Regeneration, 


ad new Obedience, without the Love of God, 
Nad other Chriſtian Graces; but ſuppoſing them, 


s equally neceſſary to our Acceptance. 
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Repentance, Luke 18. 14. And a New Creature 
avails to the ſame purpoſe as Faith. For when the 


our Apoſtle here ſaith we are juſtified by Faith, {of 
_ juſtified by Works, Jam. 2. 21. And, Which is 10 


ry fame Scripture-Quortation of Gen. 15. 510 


pfture was fulfilled, which ſat | 
and it was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs, ver. 1} 


Thus the Publican is ſaid to be inſti 4 upon hi 


Apoſtle had ſaid, Gal. 5. 6. Neither circumciſny 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but Faith whig, 
worketh. by love; in the next Chapter he faith, C4 
6.15. Neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor yy. 
circumciſion, but a new creature; thereby intimating, 
that Faith and Regeneration are the ſame, or n. 
ther are neceſſarily required and conjoined to the 
fame Effect; ſo that where the one is, there the 
other alſo is. 2 5 

And thus it is alſo in Faith and Works: For 1 


he ſaith the doers of the Law ſhall be juſtified, Rom 
„ 2 | i 
Aud St. James exprelly ſaith, That Abraham way 


markable, appeals for the Proof of- this,:to the ve 


which St. Paul produces for his Aſſertion, that i 

are juſtified by Faith, Rom. 4. 3, 22 | 
For thus St. James argues, Was not Abraham ot 

father juſtified by Works, -when he had offered his j 
Tſaac upon the Altar, &c. * And it follows, The So 

aith, Abraham believed Cd 


CY 


Not 
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Now how could the Two Apoſtles quote the 
ſame Scripture, the one for aJuſtification by Faith, 
and the other for a Juſtification by Works, if the 
Faith in one were not the ſame as Works in the 
other? Nay, how could St. James prove his Afſer- 
tion, That Abraham was juſtified by Works, from a 
Quotation that his Faith was imputed to him for righ- 

touſneſs, if his Faith and Works were not the ſame ? 
And that is no other than a Practical, an Obedi- 
ential Faith. 1 reg 
Such a Faith as Abrahams was, who ſtaggered 
not at the Promiſe. Such a Faith as Abraham's was, 
when at God's Command he offered his Son T/aac 
upon the Altar. And thus St. James propoſes him 
25 an Example, ver. 2 2. Seeſt thou hom Faith wrought 
with his Works, and by Works was Faith mad? perfect: And 

therein, ſaith he, the Scripture was fulfilled. If we 
| take this Key, and chus underſtand it, that Apo- 
ſtles way of, Arguing is Clear and Natural, and 
home to the purpoſe he produces it for. So he 
divinely infers, as the ſum of all, ver. 24. Je ee 
then how that by Works a man is juſtified, and not by 
Faith only ; that is, We are Juſtified by both, 
both concurring to the ſame end. 
And therefore what the Scripture doth thus joyn 
together, we are not to ſunder ; leſt we pervert. the 

Order and the Sence of it. eee 
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20, 25 


chap. 8. 
$9. 


we only confe 


We find in Scripture, That by the word Sou! | 
is often underſtood the Perſon , conſiſting of Bo- 
dy and Soul. Thus the Souls that went down into 


Egypt are ſaid to be 66. 


We find (as aforeſaid ) that Confellon ; is alen 


for Repentance. 


But now how abſurd would it be to conclude 
from hence, That the Souls of Jacob's Family went ; 
down into Egypt without their Bodies? Or that if 

BY our Sins to God, though we for- | 
fake them not, they ſhall be forgiven ; and by | 
Virtue of chat Confeſſion alone we ſhall be Accep- 


ted and Pardoned ? 


And as abſurd is it to think, when we are ſaid : 
to be Juſtified by Faith, that Evangelical Obedience 


is thereby excluded, withour which Faith is dead, 
ſaith St. James, 


To conclude this, we ſee what a ſtrict c connexi- 
on there is between all che Graces and Duties, and! 
may add, the Privileges of the Goſpel , which 


make up the whole of that Covenant, as to us, 


betwixt God and Man. And this Chain is admi- 
rably repreſented by our Apoſtle, Whom be called, | 
them he alſo Juſtif ed, and whom he Tuſtified , them be f 
alſo Glorifed : ( for fo L underſtand ie 
And conſequently, upon the ſame Ternas as they 
hall be i hereafter, upon the (ame they i ö 
alſo 


ah 
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allo Juſtified now: And if they are not Glorified 
upon any other Terms than Faith, Repentance, and 
Obedience, they are not Juſtified upon any other. 


For if a Perſon might be Juſtified upon any 


other Terms, than thoſe are which he ſhall be Glo- 
rified upon, then he may (contrary to our Apo- 
ſtles arguing ) be Juſtified, and yet not be Glori- 
fed. But it he that is Juſtified, ſhall be Glorified, 


(as our Apoſtle aſſures us) then what is neceſſary 
to Glorification is alſo neceſſary to Juſtification: 
And conſequently, if the Faith that Glorifies be not 


a Solitary Faith, but incluſive of Obedience, then 
the Faith that Juſtifies is of the ſame kind; and a 
man can be Juſtified no more than he can be Saved, 
without a Faith working by Love, and an Obedi- 
ence ſuitable to our Faith, Tp 
Having thus far conſider d the nature of that 
faith, which our Juſtification depends upon, 1 
ſhall in the Third Place proceed to the 
which is Peace with God. 
And that implies, 


III. Conſideration, Of the Privilege of that State, 


Pardon for what is paſt; an Acceptance of out 


Perſons and Services for the time to come, and a 
Reward conſequent upon it. +: 
(1.) Pardon for what is paſt, 


4 Being 


F - 
CST ICs” aa 4 —_— 


as if we had never Offended, but had inviolably 


State. | 


ciliation; and notwithſtanding all the Threatning; 
denounced againſt Sinners, and which belonged 
ro us whilſt in a ſtate of Unbelief, Impenitence 
and Diſobedience, we are as ſecure, as if there ne. 
ver had been any ſuch Threatnings, nor we had 
ever been obnoxious to them, For where the Goſ. 
pel Qualifications are found , ſuch asFaith and Re. 
pentance, we are as fully Juſtified and Acquitted 


kept the whole Law of unerring and perfect Obe- 
dience; and may with as much aſſurance plead the 
Promiſe of God in our own Favour, for the Re. 
miſſion of our Sins, and for a Title to Everlaſting 
Life and Salvation, as Adam might have pleaded a 
Right to Lite upon the Promiſe, if he had never 
fallen, but continued ſtedfaſt in his Original f 
For Repentance is to us, what Innocence was o 
him, and places us in the ſame Circumſtances of 
Favour. So that now it is not the Nature, the 

Number, or the Kind of Sins paſt; nor the Ag- 
gravations they may be attended with, that debat 


La 
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us, and render us unc ipable of the Divine - Mercy 
but it is che rejecting of the Terms offer d, our 
Uabelief, and final Impenitence, that do extude 
us. We are now juſtified from all things: And there Ads 13. 
is now no condemnation, Rom. 8. 1. 39. 

And is not this an unſpeakable Privilege? For 'Y 
what is a Sinner, but one that has God for his Ene- 9 

my, that ſtands obnoxious to he Dilpleaſure of an 
Almighty Power? What is a Sinner, but one that 
has the Law againſt him, and by he juſt Sentenee 
of which he ſtands convicted, and condemned to 
receive the Wages of Sin, ch. is Death? What 
is a Sinner, but one that has the whole Creation 
againſt him? The Flood ſwept away the Ungodly. 
The Fire from Heaven conſumed a wicked Sodom. 
And it is the Creature as armed in the Cauſe of 
their Creator. What is a Sinner, but one that 
hach his own ſelf for his Enemy, and the Terrors 
of his own guilty Mind to conflict with? What is 
a Sinner, but the moſt miſerable of all Crea- 
tures 2 

Ask but the 11 himſelf, when he is CR 
under the Power of Temptation, when his Blood 
is cool, when he is alone, and hath a Heart t9 
W Ask him when le the Preflifte -of 
Afiction, when confined ro his Bed or his Cham- 
ber by a pa zinful or. waſting, Diſeaſe, and by that 

taken. 
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taken off from all the Diverſions of the World 
and that perhaps his Body as well as his Mind pay 
the Price of his Extravagances. 

Ask him again, when he is upon the Confines 
of Death, and he is taking his laſt Farewell of all 
his Pleaſures and Senſual Gratifications ; when his 
Pomp and his Wealth, and the deareſt Enjoyment; | 
of Life are upon the point of expiring with him- 
ſelf: When there is nothing left him, nothing to | 
paſs with him over the Gulph, but the Terrors of | 
a guilty Mind, the ſad Preſages of what he is to ex- 
pect as the Wages of all in another State. 

Ask again that miſerable Wretch (if he were to 
be e when he left behind him his Plenty 
and his Five diſſolute Brethren, Luke 16. 23. when 
he wanted a Drop of Water to cool his inflamed 
Tongue. LE ELLE | ; og ds 

Ask any of theſe, If the Guilt and Puniſhmen } 
of Sin be not a Burden inſuppottable; and con- 
ſequently, the Forgivenels of it the greateſt Privi- | 
lege that can be rendered to, hoped for, or enjoyed | 
by Mankind. EH 1 

Nay, if the Sinner be reſolved to run the Ven- 
ture, and is not to be inſtructed or perſuaded by the 
dear- bought Experience of ſuch that have gone be- 
tore him in that unhappy Courſe; it is but a little 
while, when he will be taught by his own, what 
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ir is to want a Pardon, when he is to feek it, and "9 
perhaps ſeeks it too late to find it: When he will 
find the Door to be ſhut, and Mercy inexorable 

to all his importunate [ntreaties z and he like the 8 
Five Fooliſh Creatures in the Goſpel, ſhall be an- 122 
ſwer d with a PYerily, I know you Mt. 

And yet as great a Privilege as this is, tis what 
every Sinner is invited to accept of; tis what every N 
Sinner in this World hath the Promiſe of, if qua- 
lijed for it by Faith in Chriſt, and Repentance 
from dead Works. He will then be juſtified, he 
W {hall be pardoned. | . 

This is given as the Sum of the Goſpel, God vas 
n Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them, 2 Cor. 5. 19. 1 

2. The next Branch of the Privilege belonging 

to a Juſtified State, and included in the Phraſe, 
Pee with God, is, Acceptance of our Perſons, 
W called in Scripture Adoption, which gives us the Title 
| of Children. So our Apoſtle, chap. 8. 15. Te have 
not received the ſpirit of bondage again to fear; but ye 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry 
iba; Father if „„ 

A Title that ſets us in the neareſt Relation unto 
God, and gives us the ſureſt Title ro his Favour. 

A Conſidetation that begets in us a bleſſed Tran- 
quility of Mind, a ſecure Dependance upon him, 


an 
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ſoever. 


to the Relation we ſtand in to him, and to the Cir- 


preſents it; Like as a Father pitieth his children, jo tit 


[1 


an entire Reſignation of our ſelves to his diſpoſy 
a patient expectation of Events; and quiets ang 
eſtabliſnes the Heart under all Difficulties wh. 


For what of Kindneſs, Tenderneſs, aud 


paſſion, what of Beneficence and Favour is ther l. 
not comprehended in ſo near a Relation? Tn 
Apoſtle St. John wants words to expreſs it: Beholl i d 
ſaith he, what manner of love the Father hath beſton.W '' 


ed upon us, that we ſhould be. called the ſons of Gul 
----- Beloved, now we are the ſons of God, 1 Joh. 
1,2, See how our Saviour improves it, Math, 
7. 9. What man is there of you, whom i, bis ſon a 
bread, will he give. him a ſtone ? or if be as, a fi 
will he give him a ſerpent ? Tf ye then being evil, kn 
how to give good gifts unto your children; how mud 
more will your Father which is in heaven, give gut 
things to them that ask him? And accordingly he hath 
taught us, when we pray, to ſay, Our Father wi 
art in heaven: Which is the ground of an humbit 
Aſſurance in our ſelves, and of a , Conf. 
dence and Truſt in him; that like an IndulgenM 
Father he will pity our Infirmities, pardon our Sins 
upon our Repentance, and in all things act ſuitably 


in 
OL 


cumſtances in which we are. So the 7/almiſt re 


Lord 
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Lord pitieth them that fear him : For he knoweth our 


and Frame, Pſal. 103. 13, 14. 
hat. [ may add, | 

3. Peace with God implies the gracious Accep- 
on Ml cance of our Services, when ſpringing from a good 


Intention and a ſincere Mind, notwithſtanding the 


Th. many Imperfections which may, and more or leſs 
bly WI do neceſſarily attend them. Eſpecially if it be con- 
fon ſider d, that they are preſented through the Inter- 
Co ceſſion of a prevailing Advocate, Chriſt Jeſus, who 
h. ;. by his Acceptance of them, and upon his Media- 
ſa, tion, makes them as it were his own; and though im- 
perfect in themſelves, yet for his ſake are they eſteem- 


ed as if they were perfect. They are then eſtimated not 


Hun according to their proper and inherent Value, (for 

mic what proportion can there be between Infinite and 

g Finite, Perfect and Defective?) but, if I may fo 

dach ſpeak, according to the Image and Superſcription 

which chey bear; as they are the Performances of Obe- 

umb dient Children, and are preſented, ( as Ihave ſaid) 

donb. by our High Prieſt, who is holy and undefiled, and Heb. 7. 
algen who is ſet on the right hand of the throne of the Majeſty 85 
Si {1 the heavens. | N 


1 Obſerve further, 


itabhy 
4. That in this Phraſe Peace with God, there is 


e Cit- 


Lord a mark 


e mplied a mutual Reconciliation ; and that upon 
5 tle WI our Reconciliation to Him, through Chriſt, he as 


Sermon of 


ver. 5. 


a mark of his Reconciliation to us gives us his Ho- 
ly Spirit. So our Apoſtle, after be had faid thar 


we have acceſs by Faith into this Grace, wherein we y 
ftand ; in conſequence of that he ſaith, the love of W 6 
God 15 ſed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt which |} F 
is given unto us. So Galat. 4. 6. Becauſe ye are ſons, 7 
God hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father : The Spiric of God being the © 
Divine Power which doth bring our Spirits into 1 
due Conformity to it ſelf. 13 
And yet as if this were not ſufficient, our Apo- = 
ſtle carries the Argument further, ver. 9, 10. Be- ( 
ing Juſtified by his Blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath 
through him: For if when we were enemies, we were re. IN | 
eonciled to God by the death of his Son; much more being Wl 
reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life I, 
After all, we may obſerve how cautiouſly MW 
the Apoſtle doth expreſs himſelf ; for after he MI / 
had propoſed Abraham as an ali of one Juſti- M 
fied by Faith, he further explains himſelf ; that ſo 
we might not miſtake, and think that it was for | / 
the ſake of Faith alone, and of Faith at large, 
that we are Juſtified ; be as our Faith has relation 0 
to Chriſt, to Him as the Object of it, and to Hm e 
as the Means by whom that Favour was procured. 
So in the Text, Therefore being Juſtified by Faith we I | 


have Peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, by | 


whom | 


Futification by Faith. 


bon alſo we have acceſs by Faith into bis 52 where- 


in we ſtand. 
It is through him that FN Favour of Almighty 


God is conveyed to us. Are we juſtified freely by 


bis Grace? It is through the Redemption that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus, Rom. 3. 24 
Is Peace made Tor us? It is by the Blood of bis 
Croſs that he reconciled all things to Himſelf, Col. 1.19. 


Have we Forgiveneſs of Sins? I is through his 
Blood, Ephel. 1. 7. 


Are we adopted to be his Children i is by Jeſu 


Chriſt, Ephel. 1. 5. 
Do we offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God: e 
It is by Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
Are we made ſtrong ? It is in the Lord, and 1 in the 
power of his Might, Ephel. 6. 10. | 
Is God ſaid to fave us by the renewing of the Hol 


Ghoſt ? It is, as tis ſhed « on 15 through Jeſus Chrift our 


W $1viour, Tit. 3. 5 0h 
Is Eternal Life the Gift f God ? I Is through je- 
ſus Chriſt, Rom. 6. 23. 

ln ſhort, we are ſaid to be Pardoned, to be Ju- 
ſtiſied, to pe Accepted, to be Sanctifed, to be 
Saved by him. 


So that from the beginning to che end of a» 


Colpel, through the whole Contexture and Frame 


of it, Chriſt is interwoven, it is all done by him, or 


D 2 through 
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through him, or of him. By him the Grice, and a. 
vour, and Gifts of God deſcend upon us; and by 
him again all that we do | is lanctified, accepted, and 


rewarded. nam 
After this manner ſpeaks our Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 1, bow 
30, 31. Of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is ſus( 
made unto us wiſdom, and 9 and Janflifica kt 
tion, and redemption. lin, 
There is then no Religion Wilder Chriſt; obec 
other Foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, hid G0 
is Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3. 11 : And no Favour or | 
Salvation is there to be obtain d, but through him, EX: 
Acts 4.1 1, 12. Neither is there ſalvation i in any other , 
for there 1s none other name under beaven given among on 
men whereby we muſt be ſaved, Ap 
If it ſhould be enquired whence all this n cul 
that there is ſuch a Scheme or Order laid down, 0 
and that through all the parts of it Chriſt is chu! lee 
es to it, thus interwoven with it ? 00 
| anſwer, Fe is partly with reſ ect to Chriſt him- MI '” 
{elt, partly with 11858 to us. ; 15 ak 
Wich reſpect to himſelf ; and that the Apoſtl A 
doth with great Emphaſis deferibe, Phil. 2. 6, C“ 
That being in the form of God, be thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God; but wats himſelf of no reputation, th: 
and took upon him "the form of a Jervant, and was made =o 
in the likeneſs of men: And being found in faſhion as a 4 


mat 


Juſtiſication by Faith, * 


nan, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
leath, even the death of the Croſs. Wherefore God bath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name above every 
name ; that at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould 
buy, &c. and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. That 
is, that upon theſe two Acts of Debaſement, in ta- 
king upon him the form of a Servant, and becomin 
hedient unto the death of the Croſs, he was exalted by 
God to this Supreme Authority. 
But this, though a Reaſon as to himſelf and his 
Exaltation, yet hath not that immediate reſpect to 
us, unleſs we take in the Reaſon of his Sufferings ; 
and that, beſides the intimation in this place, our 
Apoſtle elſewhere abundantly ſupplies, and parti- 
cularly 2 Cor. 5. 21. He | God | hath made him 
[ Chriſt *] to be ſin | or Sin-Offering ] for us, who 
knew no ſin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him: That is, that we might be pardoned by 
virtue of the Aronement he made ; and we for his 
lake might be accepted, and our imperfect Services 
rewarded, as if we were righteous, and they were 
perfect. 1 1 \ 
Now then, fince it is manifeſt from the whole, 
that God would not pardon Sin without a Propitia- 
tion, nor accept our Services without à Mediator, 
t gives the Reaſon why He, who is both, Moor 
8 —  * 
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us to believe. 9 e 
And eſpecially doth the Apoſtle very pertinently 
introduce it in the Text, when having ſaid, being 
juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God, he imme. 
diately adds, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; left our 
Faith ſhould be thought to be the Reaſon, as it B 
the Condition of our Juſtification” 
No, it is He and He only, who of God is made 

unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and | 

_ redemption ; that according as it is written, He that gb- 
rieth, let him glory in the Lord, and in him alone. 
From all which we may obferve, That as the 
Love of God in Chriſt is the great Subject of the 
Holy Scriptures; fo it ſhews what is to be the chief 
Subject of our Thoughts as Chriſtians; and of our 
Diſcourſes and Inſtructions as we are the Miniſtertof 
(hriſt, 1 Cor. 4. 1. That we preach Chriſt crucified, as 
the Wiſdom of God,and the Power of God. And this not 
only in contradiction to thoſe that oppoſe it now, as 

x Cor.r, the Jews and Greeks heretofore did, to one of whom it 
23, 24. Was a ſtumbling-block, and to the other fooliſhneſs; 
but alſo and more eſpecially, as it is the ſole ground 
of our Peace and Comfort. Our Apoſtle could not 
reflect upon it withont a Tranſport of Satisfaction; 
ee 
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he was, as it were, in an Extaſy upon the Contem- 
lation of it: We rejoice, faith he, we glory, ----we 


hive received the atonement. g 8 
By which there is ſuch ample Proviſion made 
for the Quiet of our Minds, as will anſwer all the 
Exigences, ſcatter all the Fears that the Minds of 
poor Sinners are entangled with. | 1 
What are the Cauſes from whence all theſe Mi- 
ſeries do ſpring? From u hence do they ariſe? but 
tom the Corruption of their Nature, the Power 
of Temptations, the Terrors of their own Con- 
ſciences, the Imperfections of their Services, the 
Natural Fears of Death, and the Dread of a Fu- 
ure Judgment; each of which carries Deſpair along 
with it, if we have nothing to have recourſe to, 
but Nature and Human Conduſbt. 
But now through Jeſus Chriſt we are in all theſe 
re than Conquerors; by whom, inſtead of the Com- 


jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 2 9 et 
And into what can all this be reſolved, but into- 
he Favour and Grace of God through Chriſt? ſince _ 


means can enter into the Conſideration; for it is no 
ther than Faith, by which we are here ſaid co be 


"WM iultified, But 


ver. 2, 


jay in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we 3, 11. 


plaints of O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver Rom. 7. 
ne! we can triumphantly ſay, I thank God, through 24, 25. 


t is all this while upon ſuch a Condition, as by n. 
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Bu oor ll, "wo can think of 15 Juſt 
And Saved for a worthleſs and ineffectual Faith; 
Faith that men might have been as Good IR, 
Jam. 2. as with it ; 4 Faith of Devils, that with Their Faith 
Continue to hs Devils {till ? 

Can we ſuppoſe this to have been the Faich o 
Abraham, or would he upon the account of ſu, 
chap. 4. 2 Faith have been ſtiled the Father of us all? And 
| would it have been ſaid by our Apoſtle, I: was "| 
written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed unto vin, 
but for us alſo? Or rather, would ic have been ut 
ten at all, if he had not ſhewed the Power of hi 
Faith by as powerful Works? Or can we think ve 
are Imitators of him, if we ſtagger 1 in our Obedience 
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<E how firm ſoever we would be thought to be in o 
75 Faith: "RE z 


No it muſt bean operatiye and an effectual Faith, 
2 Faith that purifies the Heart, and governs * 1 
Life; chat carries through all che difficulties of thi 
our Pilgrimage here, . and that makes us to aſpur 
after and fits us for a Glory that is to come. 
© Such a Faith intitles us to the Promiſes of God and 
do all the Privileges of the New Covenant; for 
- faith our Apoſtle, Being Juſtified by Faith, we han H 
Peace with God e our Lord Jeſus Oriſ 7 
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